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JAKE SMITH — GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT 

77. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 

I refer to the government secretariat and the departure of Mr Jake Smith, formerly part of the government 

secretariat. 

(1) Why did Mr Smith leave his position early? 

(2) Is his departure associated in any way with the events that led to the resignation of Mr Larsson? 

(3) What was the cost of the severance package for Mr Smith? Was he dismissed, and did the government 

pay for his accommodation, cleaning and relocation? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(3) Mr Jake Smith—again, I repeat that I have never met Mr Jake Smith—was on a three-month contract. I 

understand he was a former chief of staff to Lawrence Springborg in Queensland, so he is someone 

fairly senior in political circles in Queensland, serving the then Leader of the Opposition. He was on a 

three-month contract. With the election going on in Queensland, which the member may have noticed, 

he indicated he wished to resign from that contract and return to Queensland to work on the Queensland 

election campaign, and that is exactly what he is doing. He had a three-month contract. He resigned 

from the contract, and he has gone.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: What was his payout? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Again, I have no idea. He had a contractual arrangement. He actually broke the contract 

because he resigned and left. Did it have anything in relation to James Larsson? Absolutely not; it is completely 

unrelated. So he went; he went because an election was called, and he is out there working for a future Liberal–

National government in Queensland. I notice the Prime Minister has not been very visible in the campaign in 

Queensland, but Kevin Rudd is up there doing his bit. 

 


